REED-BIRD-----BEEVES.

to the navy, for which he designed a num-
ber of iron-clads and other vessels. He re-
signed this post hi 1870, but has held other
government appointments, has represented
in parliament the Pembroke boroughs and
Cardiff, and was a junior lord of the trea-
sury under Mr. Gladstone in 1SS6. He has
published works on shipbuilding and coast
defence; and Japan, its History, Traditions,
and Religions (1880).

Reed-bird.   See Ricc-lunting.

Reed-mace, a plant of the genus Typha,
natural order Typhacese. Two species are
British, T. latifolia, or greater reed-mace,
and T. angustifolia, the lesser. These plants
are also known by the name of cat-tail, and
grow in ditches and marshy places, and in
the borders of ponds, lakes, and rivers. They
are tall, stout, erect plants, sometimes 6 or
8 feet high, with creeping root-stocks, long
flag-like leaves, and long dense cylindrical
brown, spikes of minute flowers. They are
sometimes erroneously called bulrush.

Beef, a certain portion of a sail between
the top or bottom and a row of eyelet-holes
running across the sail, one or more reefs

Wherry with lore-oil reefed, the main-sail
reef-bands and reef-points.

being folded or rolled up to contract the
sail in proportion, to the increase of the
wind. There are sets of cords called reef-
points attached to the sail for tying up the
reefs, and the sail is also strengthened by
reef'lands across it. There are several
reefs parallel to each other in the superior
sails, and there are always three or four reefs
parallel^ the foot or bottom of the chief
sails which are extended upon booms. Many
ships are now fitted with sails which can, by
a mechanical appliance, be reefed from the
deck.
Beef, a chain, mass, or range of rocks in

various parts of the ocean, lying at or near
the surface of the water.
Keel, a machine on which yarn is wound
to form it into hanks, skeins, foe. Also a
skeleton barrel attached to the butt of a
fishing-rod, around which the inner end of
the line is wound, and from which it is paid
out as the fish runs away when first hooked.
Reel, a lively dance peculiar to Scotland,
in one part of which the couples usually
swing or whirl round, and in the other pass
and repass each other, forming the figure 8.
The music for this dance, called by the
same name, is generally written in common
time of four crotchets in a bar, but some-
times in jig time of six quavers.
Reem, the Hebrew name of an animal
mentioned in Job xxxix. 9, and translated
as unicorn. There is little doubt that a two-
horned animal was intended by the name,
and the common belief now is that the reem
was the aurochs or urus.
Re-entry, in law, the resuming or retak-
ing the possession of lands lately lost. A
proviso for re-entry is a clause usually in-
serted in leases, that upon non-payment of
rent, &c., the term shall cease.
Rees, ATtRATTAMj born in Wales 1743, died
1825. He was educated at Hoxton Aca-
demy, where he remained as tutor for over
twenty years; became pastor of a Presby-
terian church in Southwark, and afterwards
in the Old Jewry; edited E. Chambers's
Cyclopedia (1776-86); and subsequently a
larger work called Rees' Cyclopedia (1802-
19, 45 vols.).
Reeve, the name given to the female of
the bird called the raff. See Ruff.
Reeve, the title of the official existing in
early times in England, who was appointed
by the king to carry into execution the
judgments of the courts presided over by the
ealdorman (earl) and other high dignitaries,
to^ levy distresses, exact the imposts, con-
tributions, tithes, and take charge of pri-
soners.
Reeves, JOHN SHIS, tenor singer, born at
Shooters' Hill, Kent,in 1822; studied singing
under Hobbs and T. Cooke; appeared as a
baritone on the stage at Newcastle in 1839;
joined a company at Brury Lane under
Macready as second tenor in 1841; visited
the Continent and studied under Bordogni
at Paris, and Mazzucato at Milan; and in
1847 returned to England, where he met
with great success. He devoted himself
more especially to oratorio and ballad sing-
ing, and long held the reputation of being
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